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SOVIET WEALIRG FLEET RETURNS FROM ANTARCTIC:
CASPIAN SEA TANKERS CRITICIZED

WEALERS EXCEXD PRODUCTION PLAN -- Morskoy Flot, No 41, 24 My L9

On 23 May, the Slava Whaling Flotilla entered the Black Sea from ite
third Ratarctic voyage which lasted 7 months. The ships started out from
Odesoa last October and started whaling operations on 15 Docember in the
vicinity of ‘he Scuth Polar Circle, 180 milee from the Antarctioc Continent.

The flotilla encountered on its course many large icebergs amd drifting ice
fields.
L] .

Thie year, the expedition worked under aiff1cwct meteorviogical conditione,
jarticularly in Msrch, At one time, the storm reached on latensity of 9 - 10
points, During the sinrmy days the Slave wes locatel beyond the South Polar
Circle and orossed the 69th perallel. Urders were seat out trom tne Siava to
ths otYer shipe to procced to the Antarctic coast and wait out the storm on the
edgen of the ice. The wird reached hurricans intensity and the air tempsrature
dipped to minus 10 degrees.

Despite difficult cc~4itions, the flotilla coneiderably exceeded ite mro-
dnction plan. If cll ke whales caught by the flotilla were laid in ons line,
they vould extend 22 kilometers. Anéng the captains of the vhaling ehips are
Dmitriy Titazov, Georgly Fondarev, lavrently Eharchenko, Arkadiy Morozov, and
Yovgeniy Belestov. EKonstantin Demishev is chief of conmunications.

The Diesel ehip Kroml (captain, V. Shablya) transported fuel, provisicnms,
and vhalirg equipment to ths flotills. Freight operations vers carried out in
the opmu ses.

The Slava left the vhaling territory on 26 March for the shored of South
Africa, vhere it made a short stopover in Capetown. The flotilla's course
took 1t past the Southern Sendwich Islands. At noan or 2 April, the ships
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entered the strmiips between Stieteniys and Vysokiy ielands. _The ships aleo

passel Zavadovekiy and Leskov islands, The flotilla anchored off ‘one of thede

islende where the sailors collected specimens, including eight penguins, for

gelentific inmstitutions of the USSR, -

Sailors of the Slava have already begun preparations for the fourth Aptarctic
voyage .

CASPTAN TANKERS MUST IMPROVE OPERATIONS -- Morskoy Flot, No 41, 24 May 49

Potroleun constitutes slmost ome half the total volume of freight trans-
ported by ships of the maritime Pleet, Caspian petroleum steamship lines are now
entering the best semeon for petroleum transport. Baku oil 1s heunled to the

N Astrakhan® rosdstead; from where it is transported by the ships of *Reydtanker™
o (Roadatend Tankes Fleet) to Astrakhan', the begimning of the long Volge route.

"Kasptanker” (Caspian Tanker Flcet) succeesfully completed the first-quarter )
end April s, and in 20 davs of May completed 64.7 percent of the May plan in >
tans and 67.3 parcent of the piam in tom-miles. The fleet transported k5,500 -
more tone of petroleun products than in the same period of 1948," The tankers
Stalin, Zhdanov, Beriys, V. Chimlov, Teywrupe &nd Krest'yanin have the highest
ﬁodncticm record of the flest and are now making a drive to shorten stopovers
ports end in the Astrakhan' roadstead. '

"Reydtanker” hag also bean working efficiently both in transporting freight
! . . “and in nandling ships in the roadstead. Unloading such large tankers as the
Stalin, Komintern, Tsyurupa and Profintern in the roadstead has been campleted in
L 5 howre,
3 . -
d In May, the operaticn of the petroleum fleet on the Caspien has substantially

lessened lue aainly to inefficiency in the roadstead. In the first helf of May, : .
‘unproductive idle time of Casplan tankers in waitins for berges amounted to mcre ) -
than 350 hours, and idle time of "Reydtanker" ships topped 700 hours, Much of  ° :
this time could be reduced if the roadstead adminisvrat'un would keop *Easptanker”
informed of the estimated idle time 8o that tankers could be sent to Makhach-Kala

. or Traancyodek. Dispatchers of both "Eugptanker” and "Reydtanker” must work in

o closer cooperation and with greater efficieacy to speed handling of ships. A great

. responaibility rests with “Reyduanker” since its slightest inefficiency is re-

e flected throvghout all petroleum transport fecilities.

- ' BLACK SEA TANKERS EXCEXD PLAN -- Morskoy Flot, No 41, 24 May 49

The Black Sea "Sovtanker" Fleet excesded the L-month transport plan, and
the rate of transport is increasing daily. The highest production levels were
A achisved by the tanksrs Moskva (optain, Pomerants), Averat (captain, Tkachenko),
. Porcduvik (captaia, Balakehev), and Utrish (captain, Razarenkv), all of which
continually exceed the plan.

MARITIME FIXET NEEDS BIGH-SPFED METHODS -- Morokoy Flot, No 40, 20 May 49

The 1049 State plan kas raised the norms for freight handling for the
garitime fleet. The volume of freight handling in tons has been raised 15.1
percent over 1948, and the volume in ton-milee has been raised 1u.9 percent.

The groas norm for freight handling operations has been ralsed 23 percent over the
1958 figure.
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.. High-speed handling of ships and cargoes weas unsstisfactory in meny ports
during 1948. In 1947 1%t rose 17 percent over the 1946 figure, but in 1948 '
the rise vae only 4.3 percent. Operations were unsatisfactory in Vindava
{Ventspil'a), Klaypsda, Nikolayev, Baku, and Reni; ports of the Main Administra-
tion of the Far Bast Fleet, with the exception of Vladivostok, handled only 4
perzent of their freight by high-speed methods.

EXPRESS STEAMER T0 PETROPAVLOVSK ANNOUNCED -- Fraenoye Zumamya, No 89, 16 Apr 49

The first-class ccean passenger steamship Sibir' of the Far East State
Steamship Line will start express servios to,Petropaslovek on 23 April. The
ghip hea first- and second-class accammodations. Tickets for military personnel
are sold at the maritime station and for others at the city station (Viadivostok)
of the Primorskiy Railroad System.

LENINGRAD SCHOCHERS FOR XAMCEATEA -- Molodcy Dal'nevestochnik, Ko 79, 30 Apr 49

At the end of 1948, a fleet of suxiliary-powered sailing schooners set out from
Ieningred for & rownd-the-world voyage to Kamchatke where the schoaners will be
turned over to fishermen., The fleet is now in the vicinity of Pearl Harbor. Euodov,
captaln of the schooner Blesk, hes reported that the fleel at present is averaging
200 milen a day using sails, The extire voyege is estimated to cover 15,000
xiJee. In a May-Dey competition, sailors bave pledged to reach Kamchatka 17
days ahesd of schedile. The flest made the trip by way of the Gulf of ¥Finland,
the Baltiz snd North Seas, the Atlantic Ucean and now, the Pacific Ocean.

Tkhookeanskaya Zvezda, No 105, 6 May 49

Twe auxiliary-powered sailing schooners Globus and Zvezda from Leningrad have
arrived in Petropavlovek-on-Kamchatka, Two remsining ships, the Omar and
Blesk, are proceeding from the port of Santo Magsa [sic to Sakralin. The
schoomiers have covered 15,000 miles in 5 months, and have arrived ai their desti-
pation one month ahead of schedule. Both schooners will be turned over to
"Glaviamchatrybprom” (Main Administration of the Eemchatlka Fish Industry).
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